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Fiscal Year 2016 City Budget 

The City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2016 (July 2015—June 2016) in June 2015. The $31.5 million operating budget includes no 
increase in real estate taxes for residential or commercial properties.  The City’s operating budget provides essential City services 
such as police, fire, street maintenance, park maintenance and improvements, inspections and permitting, library services, and funds 
for economic development projects and programs.  In addition to the operating budget, the City Council approved the Capital 
Improvement Budget ($3.1 million) for the purpose of construction of public facilities and road construction projects.  

The General Fund provides revenues to support general operations of the City. These revenues include property tax, sales tax, 
intergovernmental revenue, license fees, gross receipts tax, inspection fees, charges for City services, parks and recreation fees, 
municipal court and parking, and miscellaneous revenue.  

The City’s Economic Development Retail Sales Tax (EDRST) Fund is one-quarter of a cent sales tax on retail sales. The funds are 
used to support improvements and programs along Delmar and Olive Boulevards. Below is a list of programs funded through the 
EDRST. FY 16 total budget is $621,000. 

Total FY 2016 Appropriation FY 2016 General Revenue Sources FY 2016 EDRST Funds 

Citywide Projects/Programs    $238,159 

Delmar Blvd Projects/Programs    $214,318 

Olive Blvd Projects/Programs    $167,023 

TOTAL        $620,000 
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The Business Newsletter for University City 
Fall 2015 

In this Issue: 

 

University City recently passed an ordinance enabling commercial property owners to take advantage of 
Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) funding.  PACE is an innovate program that makes it possible 
for owners of commercial, multifamily and industrial properties to obtain low-cost, long-term financing for 
energy-efficiency, water conservation and renewable energy projects.  The term of a PACE project may 
extend up to 20 years, resulting in utility and other cost savings that exceed the amount of the 
assessment payment. 
Unique benefits of PACE include: 
 100% financing with no up-front, out-of-pocket costs for the property owner. 
 Positive cash flow and increased property value, even with long simple payback projects. 
 No personal guarantees. 
 Alignment of landlord and tenant interests, as the real estate tax assessment, along with the cost 

savings generated by a sustainability project, can be shared with tenants under most lease forms. 
 PACE assessments are linked to the property and automatically transfer to a new owner upon the 

sale of the property. 
PACE funding is available for most projects that save energy, water and maintenance expenses. A partial 
list of PACE eligible improvements includes: Roof, Boilers/Chillers, HVAC, LED Lighting, Parking Lots, 
Building Controls, Windows, Insulation, Solar, Refrigeration and Kitchen Equipment. If you are interested 
in PACE funding, please contact Jenny Wendt, Project Manager, University City Parks and Public Works, 
314-505-8562 or jwendt@ucitymo.org.  
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This holiday season, 
the City is encouraging 
residents to shop local 
and support U City 
Businesses.  
Saturday, November 
28th is “Shop Small 
Saturday.”  We hope all 
businesses in U City 
see additional shoppers 
and new patrons.  If you 
are planning an instore 
special or event, 
contact the U City 
Chamber and let them 
know, 
gail@ucitychamber.com 
or 314-337-2489 

Happy Fall! We hope your business had a great summer and you are looking forward to the holiday 
season! The City is busy on a number of projects to assist our business community and attract new 
businesses. Below is information about the PACE program to help businesses invest in new energy 
efficient equipment and upgrades. Inside the newsletter, you’ll find information about the Olive Boulevard 
Façade Program, the Chamber of Commerce’s Small Business Workshops and other resources. The City 
and Chamber also launched a social media campaign to help drive more shoppers to U City. The 
Chamber also hosts a number of events and activities to provide networking opportunities for businesses. 
See page 3. 

To attract new businesses, the City has launched a forgivable loan program and by the end of this year 
will be publishing a guide called, “How to Open A Business in University City.” The City is also supporting 
a “Make Space” on Olive Boulevard, a place for artists and “makers” to produce retail goods. I hope you 
find the information in this newsletter useful. If you have a question or need more information, please feel 
free to contact us anytime! 

Jodie Lloyd, Manager of Economic Development, 314-505-8522, jlloyd@ucitymo.org 
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Businesses — In the News 
 Anniversary Celebration — Dao Tien (8600 Olive Blvd) celebrated its four year anniversary in 

October 2015. For more information visit http://daotienbistro.com. Dao Tien has received 
numerous positive reviews. 

 New Ownership — Meshuggah Café (6269 Delmar) is under new ownership. Jen Kaslow, the 
new owner, made a few cosmetics changes but the café still offers the same great coffee and menu, now 
with beer and wine. http://www.meshuggahcafe.com 

 New Restaurants on Olive Boulevard — Several new international restaurants have opened on Olive 
Blvd in 2015 including Private Kitchen, Yummy17, Olive Green International, and Tai Kei. They all have 
received great reviews in the St. Louis Post and/or Riverfront Times.  

 A List — A number of University City establishments made St. Louis Magazine’s 2015 “A List” - Seoul Q 
and Taco (6655 Delmar), Publico (6679 Delmar), Salt + Smoke (6525 Delmar), Paperdolls (7700 Delmar), 
Rocket Fizz Soda Pop and Candy Shop (6306 Delmar), and Fitz’s (6605 Delmar)  - congrats to all! 

 Best of List — A number of University City establishments made Riverfront Times ‘“Best of St. Louis 2015” 
list — Paperdolls (7700 Delmar), Phoenix Rising (6331 Delmar), Craft Alliance (6640 Delmar), Publico 
(6679 Delmar), and Salt + Smoke (6525 Delmar) - congrats to all! 

 TV Feature — Frank and Helen’s Pizzeria (8111 Olive Blvd) will be featured on the 
Cooking Channel’s Pizza Masters in late November. 

 The Olive Link — Many Olive Boulevard establishments have been featured on the City 
and Chamber’s new site, www.theolivelink.com/featured businesses —check the site 
regularly for more information. If your business wants to be featured, contact the U City 
Chamber at gail@ucitychamber.com or (314) 337-2489. 

News You Can Use 

 U City Updates — Updates that could be useful for your business! 
Olive Blvd Façade Improvement Program 
The City still has funds available for Façade Improvement projects for properties located on Olive Blvd between Midland Blvd and McKnight 
Rd. Property owners and tenants are eligible for up to $15,000 or 50% of project costs for exterior improvements. 
The Loop Is Open Campaign 
The City in conjunction with the Loop Special Business District is helping to support the Loop through weekly gift card giveaways and 
events to bring more patrons to the Loop during trolley construction. If you have an idea for an event, let us know! Contact us if you would 
like trolley-related giveaways for your patrons—temporary tattoos, coloring sheets, paper trolleys, etc. 
Forgivable Loan Program 
The City of University City is offering a forgivable loan of up to $10,000 to new businesses that locate in University City, specifically on 
Olive Boulevard or a retail establishment in the Delmar Loop. If a business is open for at least three years, the loan is forgiven. Funding is 
limited. More information can be found at www.ucitymo.org/business. 
Business Resources 
Need a small business loan? Need help with marketing? Need technical assistance? Check out the City’s Resource guide for more 
information— www.ucitymo.org, click on Business 

Comprehensive Plan Update 
Based on input received from the public and other stakeholders as well as a technical analysis, the planning consultants are working on a 
draft plan document for Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee review and comment in the fall.  The public will have opportunities to 
review and comment on the draft document this winter.   
Contact Jodie Lloyd for more information on any of the information above: jlloyd@ucitymo.org or (314) 505-8522 
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New U City Businesses (Feb –Sept 2015) 
 

University City Chamber of Commerce News 

Loop Special Business District News 
 
Trolley Construction Well Underway 
The Loop Trolley construction began in the Spring 
2015. The roundabout at Trinity is completed as is 
most of the track work in University City. The majority 
of track installation in U City should be completed by late November 2015. 
Additional road, signal, and trolley station work will take place in Spring/
Summer 2016. Sign up for weekly updates at http://looptrolley.com/ 
 
Upcoming Events 
 Loop Special Business District Meetings—Every second Tuesday of the 

Month, 9:00AM, Blueberry Hill 
 Loop Special Business District Marketing Committee Meetings —Every 

Fourth Tuesday of the Month, 9:30AM, Blueberry Hill 
 Shop Small Saturday—Sat. Nov. 28th 
 Holiday Events — Sat. Nov. 28th, Dec 5th, Dec 12th, Dec 19th, and Sun. 

Dec. 13th   
 Loop Ice Carnival— January 15-16, 2016 
 
For more information about the Loop Special Business District, contact Kristin 

Sylvester at visittheloop@gmail.com or visittheloop.com 

Small Business Workshops  
The University City Chamber of Commerce is 
hosting a series of FREE Small Business 
Workshops. The next one is scheduled for 
Thursday, November  12th from 9:30 AM – 
Noon at the U City Library. In the ever-changing 
landscape of digital marketing, utilizing the 
advantages of social media is more important 
than ever.  Rick Soldinie, director of business development for Drive Social 
Media, will lead the session.  He will share experiences on optimizing social 
media to drive business, how to use Facebook and Instagram to reach your 
target market and share his expertise as a Facebook Development Partner.  
 
The U City Chamber is Going to China — October  22-30, 2016 
Trip features stops in Beijing, Xi’ian, and Shanghai. The trip cost of $2,599 
includes airfare from Chicago, hotel accommodations, three full meals a day, 
and English speaking tour guides.  The Chamber is hosting an informational 
meeting on Thursday, January 7, 2016 at the U. City Library from 5:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m.  For a detailed itinerary and to register for the trip, visit the 
chamber website at www.ucitychamber.com. 
 
First Thursday Networking Coffee 
Join the Chamber the first Thursday of every month at Meshuggah Café 
(6269 Delmar)  - 7:30 AM — 9 AM 

Contact Information 
Gail Snider, Executive Director: gail@ucitychamber.com, (314) 337-2489, 

universitycitychamber.com 

1 AT A TIME INC 8147 DELMAR 

ACHIEVE WELLNESS 7700 OLIVE BLVD 

AUTO SPA 8304 OLIVE BLVD 

BARRON FAMILY MEDICINE 8515 DELMAR BLVD 

BELLAMIE STUDIO 8515 DELMAR BLVD 

BEN ERKER, CO 8147 DELMAR BLVD 

BNC LAW FIRM 7382 PERSHING AVE 

CATALYST FS & N 8123 DELMAR BLVD 

COURAGE 2 ORGANIZE 1554 N HANLEY 

CURVY VIXEN 8225 OLIVE BLVD 
DNA U 6370 DELMAR BLVD 
DOLLAR 99 WORLD SUPERSTORE 8014 OLIVE BLVD 

NATURAL HEALING 8359 OLIVE BLVD 
EYESEEME 7827 OLIVE BLVD 
FRIENDS OF AGAPE 8403 OLIVE BLVD 
GATEWAY INVESTMENTS 6767 OLIVE BLVD 

HOME DOCTORS MEDICAL 
GROUP 

8147 DELMAR BLVD 

HUA MEI FOOT WASHING 8625 OLIVE BLVD 
INSOMNIA COOKIES 6301 DELMAR BLVD 
JACKSON HEWITT 6841 OLIVE BLVD 
J'RON LAVELL LLC 7809 OLIVE BLVD 
LA VITAE BELLA SPA  8420 DELMAR BLVD 
LAGNIAPPE  7401 PERSHING AVE 
LAW OFFICE OF LINDA BROWN 8220 DELMAR 
LOOP LUXE 6267 DELMAR BLVD 
MERHABA INC 6665 OLIVE BLVD 
METRO PCS 883 KINGSLAND 
MNP WIRELESS 7819 OLIVE BLVD 
OLIVE GREEN INTERNATIONAL 8615 OLIVE BLVD 
ORIENTAL GINGSENG & GIFTS 8146 OLIVE BLVD 

PEACE WITHIN HOME HEALTH 
CARE  

900 MCKNIGHT RD 

RAPID EDGE BARBER SUPPLY 8333 OLIVE BLVD 
SILENT THREAT STL 6709 OLIVE BLVD 

STL SMOKE SHOP 8625 OLIVE BLVD 

SUSTA'S HEALTH SOLUTIONS  6927 OLIVE BLVD 

TAI KE 8604 OLIVE BLVD 

THE RESPLENDENT CROW INC 6363 OLIVE BLVD 
TLC FOR KIDS 7301 TULANE 
U CITY FOOT MASSAGE 8431 OLIVE BLVD 
VICTORYLAND PRESCHOOL 7105 OLIVE BLVD 
WESTPLEX BUILDERS 1155 MEYER 
YUMMY17 8041 OLIVE BLVD 

mailto:visittheloop@gmail.com�
http://www.ucitychamber.com/�
mailto:executivedirector@universitycitychamber.com�
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